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MEXICO (MEJICO) 

The native polities of central Mexico traced their history to the Toltec rulers of Tollan (Tula), whom 
they wrongly envisioned as the builders of long-ruined Teotihuacan. In the valley of Mexico (Anahuac) the 
mantle of the Toltecs was claimed by the city-state of Culhuacan, but the sources are as unclear about its history 
as that of Tollan. Political hegemony in the area passed to the Chichimeca, who invaded the area probably in the 
mid-i 3 th century (if the later sources do not omit generations in the genealogies). The Chichimeca kings reigned 
originally from Tenayocan, and later from the Acolhua city of Texcoco. By the early 15* century, however, 
Chichimeca supremacy was successfully challenged by their former vassal, Tezozomoc of the Tepanec city of 
Azcapotzalco, who came to dominate the entire Mexico valley. In 1431 Itzcoatl of the Mexica city of 
Tenochtitlan joined Nezahualcoyotl, the exiled heir to Texcoco, in leading an alliance of Tezozomoc’s former 
vassals against his son and successor Maxtla, and overthrew the hegemony of Azcapotzalco. Until the Spanish 
conquest in 1519—1511, central Mexico was dominated by a triple alliance between the Mexica of Tenochtitlan, 
the Acolhua of Texcoco, and the Tepaneca of Tlacopan. Through the dynastic connections of their rulers, the 
Mexica, also known as the Aztecs, claimed the heritage of the Toltecs and Culhuacan, while the rulers of 
Texcoco and Tlacopan claimed the mantle of the Chichimeca. Another commercially important center was 
Tenochtitlan’s twin city of Tlatelolco, which lost its independence to its more powerful neighbor as late as 1473. 

Moteuczoma I of Tenochtitlan turned his city-state into the most significant power in the triple 
alliance, and established the foundations of what we may call an Aztec empire, which expanded well beyond the 
Mexico valley, especially under Ahuitzotl and his successor Moteuczoma II. It was in the latter’s reign that a 
Spanish adventurer named Hernan Cortes landed with a small force on the eastern coast in 1519. Discontent 
with Aztec domination and exactions caused inefficient opposition and frequent defection to Cortes on the part 
of subject tribes and cities. Spurred on rather than allayed by diplomatic gifts, and backed by native allies, Cortes 
entered Tenochtitlan and effectively took possession of Moteuczoma II and his treasures, eventually going as far 
as desecrating Aztec temples. The Aztecs rebelled, lynched their king, and under the leadership of the energetic 
Cuitlahuac expelled the Spanish in 1510. Cortes fought his way to safety and, after regrouping and recruiting 
large numbers of native allies (especially the Tlaxcalans), returned to besiege and conquer Tenochtitlan in 1511. 
With the capture of the Aztec monarch Cuauhtemoc in Tlatelolco by the Spanish native leaders lost their 
independence. Various cities remained at least nominally under the authority of their native dynasties until the 
middle of the century, but their rulers were now baptized and completely dependent on the Spanish 
administration. 

The royal title was tlatoani (“one given voice”) or, more generally teuctli (“lord”). As supreme rulers 
over various subject monarchs, the kings of Tenochtitlan, Texcoco, and Tlacopan (and before them those of 
Azcapotzalco), claimed the title of huey tlatoani , or “great” tlatoani. The ephemeral modern monarchs of Mexico 
took the title emperor ( emperador ). Names are rendered in standardized Nahuatl/Spanish forms. The 
chronology is uncertain and imprecise until c.1450 and it should be noted that the relationships between many 
of the native princes are often recorded in different ways by the various sources. 

TEXCOCO 

Kings of the Chichimeca of Tenayocan and of the Acolhua of Texcoco 
183 Xolotl ... son of Tlomocoztli; supreme leader of the Chichimeca and ruler of Tenayocan 
315 Nopaltzin ... son of Xolotl 
351 Tlotzin Pochotl ... son of Nopaltzin 

380 Quinatzin (Tlaltecatzin) ... son of Tlotzin Pochotl; transferred capital to Texcoco 
409 Techotlalatzin ... son of Quinatzin 
418 Ixtlilxochitl I ... son of Techotlalatzin 
431 (to the Mexica of Tenochtitlan as vassals of Azcapotzalco) 

471 Nezahualcoyotl (Acolmiztli) ... son of Ixtlilxochitl I 
515 Nezahualpilli ... son of Nezahualcoyotl 
515 Quetzalacxoyatl... son of Nezahualpilli 
520 Cacamatzin ... son of Nezahualpilli; deposed, died 1520 


c.1250—1 
1283 — 1 
1315-1 
1 3 5 1 —f. 1 
c. 1380— 1 
1409—1 
1418—1 
1431-1 
1472-1 
1 

1515-1 
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1520 
1520—1524 
1524-1525 
I 52-5 — 1 5 31 
1531 —1539 
1540-1564 


C .I 340— I 371 

1371—1416 
1416 
1416—1431 


f.1400—1430 
c.1430—1469 
1469—1489 
1489—1510 
1510—1515 


1371-1407 
1407 
1407-1417 
1418—1460 
1460-1473 
1473-1516 
1516—1515 


1371-1391 

1391—1416 

1416— 1417 

1417- 1440 
1440—1468 
1468—1481 
1481—1486 


Cuicuitzcatl... son of Nezahualpilli 

Pedro de Alvarado Coanacochtzin ... son of Nezahualpilli; regent since 1519 

Hernando Tecocoltzin ... son of Nezahualpilli 

Hernando Cortes Ixtlilxochitl II... son of Nezahualpilli 

Carlos Ahuachpitzacatzin ... son of Nezahualpilli 

Antonio Pimentel Tlahuitoltzin ... son of Nezahualpilli 

(effective end of monarchy 1564) 

AZCAPOTZALCO 

Kings of the Tepaneca ofAzcapotzalco 

Acolhuacatl ... husband of Cuatlaxochitl, daughter of Tenencacaltzin, son of Nopaltzin of 
Tenayocan 

Tezozomoc ... son of Acolhuacatl 

Quetzalayatzin (Tayauh) ... son of Tezozomoc; depsoed, died 1417 
Maxtla ... son of Tezozomoc 

(destruction of Azcapotzalco by the alliance of Tenochtitlan and Texcoco 1431) 

TLACOPAN (TACUBA) 

Kings of the Tepaneca of Tlacopan 

Acolnahuacatl ... husband of Tzihuacxochitzin, daughter of Tezozomoc of Azcapotzalco 

Totoquihuatzin I ... son of Acolnahuacatl 

Chimalpopoca ... son of Totoquihuatzin I 

Antonio Cortes Totoquihuatzin II ... son of Chimalpopoca 

Pedro Tetlepanquetzatzin ... son of Totoquihuatzin II 

(effective end of monarchy 1515) 

TLATELOLCO 

Kings of the Mexica of Tlatelolco 

Cuacuauhpitzahuac (Epcoatl) ... son of Tezozomoc of Azcapotzalco 

Amantzin ... son of Cuacuauhpitzahuac 

Tlacateotl ... son of Cuacuauhpitzahuac 

Cuauhtlatoa ... son of Acolmiztli, son of Tlacateotl; deposed 

Moquihuix ... son of Tezozomoc, son of Tlacateotl 

(to the Mexica of Tenochtitlan 1 ) 

Hernando Cuauhtemoc ... son of Ahuitzotl by Tiyacapantzin, daughter of Moquihuix 
(to the Mexica of Tenochtitlan 1520) 

TENOCHTITLAN 

Kings of the Mexica of Tenochtitlan 

Acamapichtli ... son of Opochtzin (Acamapichtli) of Culhuacan 

Huitzilihuitl ... son of Acamapichtli 

Chimalpopoca ... son of Huitzilihuitl 

Itzcoatl ... son of Acamapichtli 

Moteuczoma I, Ilhuicamina ... son of Huitzilihuitl 

Axayacatl ... son of Moteuczoma I’s daughter Atotoztli by Tezozomoc, son of Itzcoatl 
Tizoc ... brother of Axayacatl 


Itzquauhtzin, son of Tlacateotl, governor 1475 —1520. 
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1486—1501 Ahuitzotl ... brother of Axayacatl 
1502—1520 Moteuczoma II, Xocoyotzin ... son of Axayacatl 
1520 Cuitlahuac ... son of Axayacatl 

1520—1525 Hernando Cuauhtemoc ... son of Ahuitzotl; deposed, died 1525 

1525 — 1526 Juan Velazquez Tlacotzin ... son of Tlacaelel, son of Cacamatzin, son of Tlacaelel, son of 
Huitzilihuitl 

15 26—1531 Andres Motelchiuhtzin ... regent 
1532—1536 Pablo Xochiquentzin ... regent 

1537—1541 Diego de Alvarado Huanitzin ... son of Tezozomoc, son of Axayacatl 
1542—15 54 Diego de San Francisco Tehuetzquititzin ... son of Texcatlipopoca, son of Tizoc 
1554—1556 Esteban de Guzman ... regent 
1556—1562 Cristobal de Guzman Cecetzin ... son of Huanitzin 

1563 —1565 Luiz de Santa Maria Nacatzipatzin ... son of Acamapichtli, son of Ahuitzotl 
(effective end of monarchy 1565) 

(Mexico to Spain 1521 — 1821) 

MEXICO (MEJICO) 

Emperors of Mexico 
House of Iturbide 

1822—1823 Agustin I ... son of Jose Joaquin de Iturbide; regent since 1821; abdicated, died 1824 
1824—1863 (i st republic) 

House of Habsburg-Lorraine 

1863 —1867 Maximiliano I ... brother of emperor Franz Joseph I of Austria, son of archduke Franz 

(2 nd republic 1867) 



